
                                             
 
 
 

Course on Preaching and Communication in a Contemporary Context  
by Dr Paul Windsor and Dr Geoff New 

 
From 15-19 February 2021, Dr Paul Windsor and Dr Geoff New will teach an intensive 
course in Dunedin on Preaching and Communication in a Contemporary Context. The course 
is jointly offered by the Theology Programme, University of Otago, and the Knox Centre for 
Ministry and Leadership (KCML). 
 
This course will nurture preachers whether beginners or experienced. For those new to 
preaching, it will support and encourage, providing frameworks to develop the preacher and 
Biblical engagement. For experienced preachers, it will sharpen and inspire, providing 
contemporary examples and a Biblical literature upgrade. For all preachers, it will provide 
tools to meet the challenges of preaching in contemporary contexts. There will be 
opportunity to develop collegial networks and to nurture call, find the heart warmed and 
spirit nurtured through Biblical formation. 
 
Dr Paul Windsor is International Programme Director of Langham Preaching, a ministry 
which nurtures indigenous and grassroots movements of biblical preaching across 80 
countries in the 'majority' world. Prior to this role, he served as principal of Carey Baptist 
College, as lecturer at Laidlaw College and as pastor of Georgetown Baptist Church 
(Invercargill). He has been teaching homiletics in tertiary institutions for thirty years, most 
recently at SAIACS (Bangalore, India). His DMin thesis was on 'The Role of Intrigue in the 
Communication with Sceptics'.  
 
Dr Geoff New is the Dean of Studies at the Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership, 
Dunedin, where he lectures in preaching, pastoral care and Christian formation. Geoff was 
the minister of Papakura East Presbyterian Church 1997-2015. During that time, he was also 
a police chaplain for Counties-Manukau district (2000-2005) and lectured at Laidlaw College 
in preaching (2003-2007). He was awarded his DMin (ACT) researching the effect of lectio 
divina and Ignatian Gospel Contemplation on sermon preparation. Geoff is a trainer for 
Langham Preaching with a focus on south Asia. He is also the co-ordinator of Kiwimade 
Preaching  – an initiative of Langham Preaching NZ. He has written three books: Imaginative 
Preaching: praying the Scriptures so God can speak through you (Carlisle: Langham Global 
Library, 2015), Live, Listen, Tell: the art of preaching (Carlisle: Langham Preaching Resources, 
2017) and Echoes: The Lord’s Prayer in the Preacher's Life (Carlisle: Langham Preaching 
Resources, 2020). 
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The course can be taken in two ways: 
 
Through the Theology Programme at the University of Otago 
You can enrol with the Theology Programme at the University of Otago and take the course 
as either PAST 311 or MINS 407. The former can be credited to a BTheol or Diploma for 
Graduates, the latter for a Postgraduate Diploma of Ministry or a Master of Ministry, or for 
the Postgraduate Certificate or Diploma in Chaplaincy or the Master of Chaplaincy. Or the 
paper can be taken as a ‘Certificate of Proficiency’ and credited to a qualification at a later 
point. The cost is yet to be set, but the cost for PAST 311 in 2020 is $811 (+ sundry fees) and 
for MINS 407 is $1,225 (+ sundry fees) and fees will increase a little in 2021. To enrol in the 
course go to www.otago.ac.nz and click on ‘Study at Otago Apply Online’ to enrol. 
For further details contact Paul Trebilco, Theology Programme paul.trebilco@otago.ac.nz or 
03 4798 798 
 
OR Through the Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership (KCML) 
You can attend the course as an audit student by contacting KCML. This will cost $500. 
Under this option, you would not do any assessment, and the paper would not be credited 
to a qualification, but it would count as ongoing professional development for PCANZ.  
To do this contact: The Registrar, Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership; 
registrar@knoxcentre.ac.nz; 03 473 0783 
 
For ministers in the PCANZ in good standing, who make application to KCML, study grants 
amounting to 50% of course fees have been pre-approved. 
 
Details about teaching: 
Teaching will begin at 1pm on Monday 15 February and conclude at 1pm on Friday 19 
February and will be at the University of Otago. If you are doing this for credit at the 
University of Otago, the course is a Semester 1 paper, with the teaching during the 
Intensive, and assessment to follow throughout the Semester. 
 
Topics Covered 



WORD: WRITTEN 
This module explores how the written Scriptures can inform and transform the preacher 
and the listener. It demonstrates the value of ‘praying the scriptures’ in shaping the sermon 
preparation process, as well as enabling the book of Acts to shape an understanding of 
biblical preaching. It engages three specific biblical genre – Old Testament narrative, Old 
Testament prophetic writings, and parables – by understanding their distinctives on the way 
to developing the skills to communicate them in church and society today. 
 
LISTENER 
This module focuses on the considerations, contexts, and communication approaches to 
best engage listeners with the gospel of Christ. It utilises a lens through which to look at the 
various spiritual dispositions in listeners and then responds by articulating the different 
types of communication appropriate for those dispositions: from parabolic to inductive, 
narrative and deductive. The module engages the issues involved in the creation of 
application within preaching 
 
WORLD 
This module concentrates on the preacher’s commitment to live in the world and to listen 
to it. Topics to be covered include the importance of humility as the preacher faces other 
times and other cultures and the development of a methodology that enables the preacher 
to be a more proficient exegete of culture. This module recognizes that preaching is both a 
science and an art. With the latter, it is by involving the imagination that the preacher is 
able to respond to the world in a creative manner, especially in the quest for clear 
illustrations. 
 
PREACHER 
This module explores the preacher’s character, spiritual history, and personal presence 
during the sermon. Topics to be covered include the priority of integrity in life, in the 
preacher, and in the preaching itself; a spirituality of remembrance, auditing the events and 
personalities (human and divine) which have led to this current season of life; and the risk of 
authenticity, examining and developing the appropriate level of self-disclosure in the 
sermon. 
 
WORD: LIVING 
This module recognizes that every sermon from every biblical passage need to be preached 
in harmony with the arc of the biblical narrative culminating in the Christ event. Topics in 
this module include: recognising the difference between being Christocentric and 
Christotelic in the sermon, by practicing with different passages from the Old Testament; 
using the metaphor of ‘four chairs’ to unearth the single, sweeping biblical narrative; and 
using the metaphor of a ‘tapestry’ to see the significance of biblical theology in the journey 
to the sermon. 


